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SixTh SuNdAy OF EASTEr

year A
May 21, 2017

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20

1 Peter 3:15-18
John 14:15-21

Assembly

(Three votive candles and a Bible opened to this week’s gospel rest on a 
cloth-covered table in the meeting place.)

Beginning Prayer

(The candles are lit. Members are invited to silently focus on God’s presence 
and his love in their lives. After a short time of personal reflection, the 
leader and several members alternate reading the following prayer aloud.)

Leader:   Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

I:  Shout joyfully to God, all the earth,
   sing praise to the glory of his name;
   proclaim his glorious praise.
Say to God, “how tremendous are your deeds!”

Leader:  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

II:  “Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you,
   sing praise to your name!”
Come and see the works of God,
   his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.

Leader:  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

I:  he has changed the sea into dry land;
   through the river they passed on foot;
   therefore let us rejoice in him.
he rules by his might forever.
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Leader:  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

II:  hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare
   what he has done for me.
Blessed be God who refused me not
   my prayer or his kindness!

Leader:  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20

(Members join in singing, “Love One Another” song number #473.1)

LiSTEN TO ThE LOrd

(The scriptures2 are read aloud with a pause after each reading. After the 
gospel is read, the leader invites members to choose a few words from the 
gospel that touch them. 

When the members have finished, the leader passes out copies of the 
scriptures of the week. The leader then asks these two questions with a 
pause between them: “What does this gospel say to you?” “How does this 
gospel affect you in your life?” The community silently reflects on these 
questions. The leader invites members to share their thoughts about the 
Insights and Reflection Questions for the week in a single group or within 
smaller groups.)

insights

If you have ever experienced the loss of a loved one, Jesus’ words in 
this week’s gospel can be comforting. Jesus tells us that even though he will 

1  The songs suggested for each week may be found in Today’s Missal Music issue 2017. Copies of this  
booklet are available from Oregon Catholic Press, P.O. Box 18030, Portland, OR 97218-0030. Call toll 
free 1-800-LITURGy (548-8749) weekdays, 6 a.m. - 5 p.m., Pacific Time

2  Unless members use Bibles or missalettes, copies of the scriptures of the week are available 
from the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org/nab/
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soon leave the Earth and return to the father, he is not leaving his disciples 
alone. If the disciples did not understand what Jesus was saying at the time, 
they may have been reassured by his words after his death.

Jesus not only tells them they will not be alone, but he also tells them, 
“I am in my father and you are in me and I in you.” These words suggest 
togetherness in God. To have Jesus’ assurance they will not lose him but 
that they will always be as one in God, must have helped them in their 
grief. Grief can be debilitating, especially with such a brutal death, but the 
disciples were given Jesus’ word he would not abandon them. Those words 
are just as relevant for us today.

When dealing with the loss of someone you truly love, it can be difficult 
for us to think past our own grief and our own feelings of abandonment. 
for many, it can feel like time has stopped, while the world continues on 
without pausing. feelings of abandonment by the person that passed and by 
God are common reactions. It is easy to let our emotions completely take 
over but if we trust Jesus, he will not abandon us. Believing Jesus’ words 
of hope during our darkest hours can be like being on a lifeboat in a storm 
with a shining lighthouse beacon in the distance lighting our way. Believing 
in him we can be together in God the father, in Jesus Christ, and in the 
holy Spirit as they can be in us. We can allow him to heal our hearts and to 
comfort us. The world may not show us understanding or we may not want 
to receive it but Jesus and his father are there for us if we believe in him 
and just ask for help. 

We are not alone when life is at its worst, if we trust the words Jesus 
gave to us.

reflection Questions 

 � how has the death of a loved one affected you? how did your belief in 
God help or hinder you? 

 � Do you know someone who is destroyed by grief? What can you say or 
do to help them through it? 

 � how have you experienced the Spirit of God while mourning a loved 
ones passing? 

Suggestions for Action

 � Go to the cemetery and put flowers on a grave that appears untended. 
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Say a prayer for that person’s soul.

 � Invite someone you know who is dealing with grief over for dinner. 
Make some extra food for them to take home.

 � Go to a local convalescent home during the week and spend time with 
someone who is terminally ill. Talk to them about God. 

hEAr ThE LOrd

(After about fifteen minutes of sharing, the leader poses these questions: 
“How has the sharing from this session affected you?” “How will it change 
you this week?” The leader allows a moment for members to reflect before 
inviting the community to share their thoughts.)

Closing Prayer

(The leader reads a selection from the readings aloud. Following the reading, 
the leader poses these questions to the members: “What is Jesus saying to 
you?” “What is your response?” The community pauses to reflect on these 
questions. A brief instrumental selection may be played during this time. 
After this time of reflection, the leader invites members to share what they 
hear Christ saying to them.

Following this sharing, several members pray as follows.)

I:   Sing praises to the Lord
Give thanks for the gifts he has given you

II:   find ways to share with those in need
  Show by example you follow Christ

I:   Make someone laugh who is down
Smile at the person in line at the store

II:  have patience with the sick and infirmed
help the elderly or a single mother

I:   Think of others before yourself.
Be the person God wants you to be

(Members exchange a sign of peace. The candles are extinguished.)


