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SECONd SuNdAy iN OrdiNAry TimE

year c
January 16, 2022

isaiah 62:1-5
psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10

1 corinthians 12:4-11
John 2:1-11

Assembly

(An unlit candle, a Bible opened to this week’s gospel and an empty wine 
bottle rest on a cloth-covered table in the meeting place.)

Beginning prayer

(The candle is lit. Members are invited to silently focus on God’s presence. 
After a short time of reflection, members alternate reading the following 
prayer aloud.)

i:   lift up your voice
To sing a new song
To all who will listen
To all who’ll belong

ii:  praise to our lord
over all brethren
he stands alone
creator of heaven
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i:   Give to the lord
all family and friends
Glorify his name
With gifts make amends

ii:  holy white garbed
bowed humbly down
proclaim him king
his name renown

based on psalm 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10

LiSTEN TO ThE LOrd

(After the gospel is read, the leader invites members to choose a few words 
from the gospel that touch them.

The leader asks these two questions with a pause between them: “What 
does this gospel say to you?”, “How does this gospel affect you in your 
life?” The community silently reflects on these questions. The leader invites 
members to share their thoughts about the Insights and Reflection Questions 
for the week in a single group or within smaller groups.)

insights

The miracle of changing water to wine at the wedding in cana was the 
first time Jesus performed a miracle and was his introduction to the world 
as a divine being. unlike his other miracles, he was prodded to perform it 
because he felt it was not yet his time. 

The occasion was a surprising choice to reveal his divinity. normally, a 
wedding would be a joyous occasion and if the wine ran dry no one would 
die or become seriously ill. The situation was not dire but Jesus was asked 
to help even though performing a miracle for such a minor reason was not 
what we would expect from Jesus. Jesus was not the focus of the gathering. 
The attention would have been on the couple getting married and their 
respective families. as far as we know, Jesus was not a guest of honor and 
did not hold an important place at the occasion. What we do know is that his 
mother asked him for help. This was not a calamitous situation like a person 
dying. it could almost be viewed as a frivolous request. it is not what one 
would expect to be Jesus’ choice to introduce himself to the world. creating 
more alcohol at a party is not something that we imagine that Jesus would 
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consider important.

We may wonder what the purpose of this miracle was. it may have 
been as simple as a friend wanting to help out another during a stressful 
time. or, maybe Mary saw this as an opportunity to push her son towards 
the greatness he was born for. as a loving mother she knew what he was 
capable of and may have felt she had to nudge him to begin his ministry. 
She certainly had confidence that it was now time to introduce Jesus as the 
divine Savior and harbinger of the new covenant with God that would be 
revealed before his death. 

in this respect, the covenant created between two people and God by 
their marriage was the perfect place for Jesus’ introduction. Jesus’ death 
and resurrection would become the catalysts for the new covenant between 
God and us. The water that was transformed into the finest wine represents 
the change from the old covenant to the new covenant and it foreshadows 
the wine at the last Supper where Jesus teaches us to receive his body 
and blood through communion. The wedding was a happy, joyful occasion 
and is symbolic of the new covenant also being a happy and joyful way 
to commune with God. The miracle of the wine at cana symbolizes the 
transition from the old way to a miraculous new way and the opportunity 
we are given to be a part of God’s family in heaven. 

reflection Questions 

 � Why do you think Jesus chose to perform his first miracle at the wedding 
in cana?

 � What does this scripture reveal to you about Jesus as a person?

 � What is the importance of Mary's involvement in this account?

Suggestions for Action

 � help make a miracle happen for someone else. donate to or volunteer 
with the Make a Wish Foundation or other reputable charity that is 
committed to making miracles happen for others. 

 � Support a deserving student in your local area and help pay some of 
their school expenses.

 � Make miracles happen worldwide. donate to catholic relief Services. 
Find out more at www.crs.org.
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hEAr ThE LOrd

(After about fifteen minutes of sharing, the leader poses these questions: 
“How has the sharing from this session affected you?”, “How will it change 
you this week?” The leader allows a moment for members to reflect before 
inviting them to share their thoughts. 

The leader reads a selection from the readings aloud. Following the reading, 
the leader poses these questions to the members: “What is Jesus saying to 
you?”, “What is your response?” The community pauses to reflect on these 
questions. After a time of reflection, the leader invites members to share 
what they hear Christ saying to them.) 

Closing prayer

(The leader plays the song "Water To Wine" found at www.insightsbooks.
com. Click on the Music link and select the appropriate week. After the song 
is complete, members alternate reading the following prayer aloud.)

A Joyous Wedding

i:   The wedding was joyous
   until the wine ran dry.
Mary called for her son
   he asked her why.

ii:  his mother insisted,
   his time had come
To show the world,
   what could be done

i:   The servants were called,
   Jesus gave them instruction.
'Fill the jars up with water',
   a miraculous reproduction.

ii:  a sample was taken,
   no finer wine could be found.
The word quickly travelled,
   the name of Jesus renowned.

(Members exchange a sign of peace. The candle is extinguished.)


